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IPVI ZOO OUTING

7-18-2015

This year6s outing at the Brookfi el
tended, 175 families. I PVI and it
great big Thank You to the Davis Family and the 100% Foundation for
supporting this wonderful experience for IPVI families. We also ap-

¥ preciate The Chicago Zoological Society, Diane Wehrmeister (the

1z00 catering manager), the zoobs do
| lot personnel, and the lunch staff for all of their hard work. We also

'wish to express our gratitude to our vendor, The World of Tees, the
Zabel ski 06s, and our wonder f ul vol ui
! house who did an exceptional job at handling the behind the scenes

. tshirt ordering and distribution, as
= tion of raffle gifts.

Diane Wehrmeister
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During our lunch, we had a never -ending
pizza as usual. After lunch we took the large
group photo.

%8 W 18dk&d"across the water at the Dolphin
Show we saw our parent members and their
family scatter throughout the audience. It

was a sea of Orange Shi

Experience Brookfield Zoo 2015 Members

r

Outing Il PVI 6, Anita Dav

Family is our sole private donor. Everyone
was smiling in spite of the heated pool area,

the Dolphins were performing, jumping,
back flips, splashing, and OH were they
splashing! Our members were seated in the
front row...the line of fire. Several of our
members assisted the trainer with instruc-
tions to the Dolphins; some of our kids were
able to interact and even touch the Dolphins.

(Conti nuéd
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

By Lyle Stauder, Presiden

Thanks to all of you who came to the Brookfield Zoo outing. It was extremely won-
derful to meet you, and | was honored to be able to speak to you.

| was asked to summarize my presentation for those of you unable to attend. In the
nutshell, | told parents to teach their children with visual impairments to be deter-
mined to succeed and not let others define them. | told them, | am visually impaired
and | own a business, which has supported my family. This happened because my
parents taught me to continually work hard for what | want and not to let an impair-
ment stop me. | also told them that | have two sons who have graduated from col-
lege and both are visually impaired; and my wife, Anna, and | continually advocat-
ed for them throughout their school years.

To avoid being teased and bullied by classmates trying to take his cane, we taught
our son to just ignore them. We said t
We said this because one can always get a new cane, but injuries from fights can be
hard to mend. Our son listened and did this. He came home that day and said it
was funny how no one would step forward to take the cane after he had said that to
them. Also no one bullied him again because he took the fun out of it for them.

Additionally, | explained to our members and their families that by teaching our
children how to advocate for themselves while they were younger would translate
into their being able to do so when they went to high school, college and into the
work force.

For example, my son, Anthony, wanted to take a college Computer Robotics class.
When he went to his professor at the start of class to explain his eye condition, the
professor basically told him he could
see. He said if one coul dnot see, he
was taking the class no matter what the professor said. To make a long story short,
my son took the class and built a robot. Then, the professor took that robot at the
end of class and told Anthony that he wanted to keep it to put it on a shelf in his of-
fice. I'n that way, the professor said
should never limit a student with his own biases, especially because that robot was
one of the best built robots made in the class that semester.

e =]

So parents, we know itds hard to have
teach him or her that everyone has some sort of challenge to work through, it will
help you remember to treat your child like you would any other. Have high expec-
tations of achievement and instill this in your child. This will go a long way into
helping mold that child into another success story.

0

o &

a

AUGUST 2015 3



lllinois Association for Parents of Children with Visual Impairments

(Continue@-IfRPVWIm pageOuting

Lyle Stauder really impressed Anita Davis and her twin daughters and
their friends with his story about his parents and his experiences and ben-
efits of being an IPVI member. He stated that everyone should say hello
~ with the other families over good food and drink. Networking and sharing

» experiences and challenges unique to each family is the most valuable

The new event this year
enceo, next to the Hamips
provided hands on experiences with touching and
feeding ani mal so, Mar y
ber of IPVI, stated.

Rich Zabelski, event chairman announced that
the numbers were the highest in quite a few
years. With Mary not working at the Lighthouse,

communication was a challenge. However, Glo-
ria Udell, Carol Bailey, Gail Patterson and Mary
Zabelski recognized the need to call people and

personally follow -up with our members. Thank
" you Gloria, Carol, Gail, Mary, and the Cook

County Commissioner Robert Steele, for provid-

ing timely and efficient assistance.

4 IPVI INSIGHTS
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We also had several amateur photographers: Fil Aimendarez Il (IPVI) and Dominic Calabrese
(Chicago Lighthouse). We also thank Jean Lachat Photography 11210 Front Street 2nd Floor,
Mokena, IL 60448, 708.263.7269, www.jeanlachatphotography.com

AUGUST 2015 S
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h ﬁ% { wasnot because so
me). I said a_silent prayer. of thanks to
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in |1 fe. |l tds kindness t
MS. VIC VOLLEYS So my tip of the day is to use your smile more.
Smiling genuinely at persons with physical is-
VOLLEY | sues to some people becomes a little difficult.
Since our last publication, the following fami- They want to stare and sometimes even turn
lies, individuals, and/or organizations be- away. | purposely make sure | say hello and
came members: smile directly to a person in a wheelchair or
others, especially children, who have physi-
No new members have joined this month. cal, mental, or visual differences. This small
gesture seems to make that person feel spe-
VOLLEY 1l cial, because someone looked them in the eye
| was talking to my kid brother, T.J. when he and made a open gesture of kindness by ac-
came in town for our family reunion. We knowledging them as they would anyone else.
talked for hours about lots of stuff. | men- |l dve never received a ba:
tioned to him that when | was young, guys i ng this. I n cases wher
would honk their horns at girls. Now, when a swer maybe due to a speech problem or other
horn honks, people are arming their car issue, his or her caregiver smiles at me ac-
alarms. Or if they do notice me now, | know at knowledging my kindness. However, usually,
this age itds because o fhet lhl@thiss laet a dréatrbig thathy snilemag | i K

my husbandds bl ack Humma responsed Bothrog us go away feeling just a
little better and what could be better than
00l d age aindt pretty, tHat?d a0 | commented now
| &m 56. We both | augh at' hat as heds 54. Ju:
after making this comment, we stopped for ice
cream at the Creamery. As we walked back
from getting our shakes, a boy about 10 years MBJ SCHOLARSHIP AWARDEE
old with Downs Syndrome was sitting with his
mother. As we passed him, he turned and

This S jeqy we have 8warded A3 $250 bﬂok rant

Ioeked at me. ! Smlleoltoa Ouhg a8y whohsbenthr‘ou atoghy
doi nd, buddy?6é He gave_ m e I
. N time with “her Yidion and £ye sdues> Dahiells
and replied, oYou sure r.e f beamed
. ; cC rm anlel lives |nO Park and is
an even bigger smil e C a Vit 9
. attendin héo dlfa U |ver5|t |n Chlca%o
thank you. 6 I turned t ] rot h
; S will e|n e secg eart aII
got back into the car an I g

She is majoring in Special Education in order
to become a high school teacher with a minor
possibly in physical therapy. She is on the
Womends Cross Country Te:
q]oor and (?ulidoor track teamg Iaunngn her
't st yea 't € MY ge, s |
of the Yearo on her Cross

For the rest of the day, | was cheered up. Out
of the mouth of babes, | thought, meaning
when a child tells you something, you pretty N
much know itds the tr #
though, it was the smile that | gave him, wrin-
kles and all that he responded to. | felt good,

6 IPVI INSIGHTS
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She has been active in her community by be-
ing on the Student Advisory Committee of the
Oak Park River Forest High School as an exec-
utive board member. She was also a Best Bud-
dies member, volunteered for the Northern
Illinois Food Bank and volunteered for the
Chicago Marathon.

Danielle has strabismus (eyes not aligning in
the same direction), nystagmus (pendulum
motion of the eyes), ocular torticollis (tilting of
the head in order to see), color blindness and
congenital gaze paresis (the inability to look
at something straight on). Her gaze paresis
causes significant difficulty with her saccadic
(jerky) eye movements. These issues make it
very difficult for her to read. She has under-
gone three eye surgeries in each eye and is
due for a follow up surgery again in each eye.
She adopts a chin down head position because
she is unable to look up. She cannot partici-
pate in ball sports due to the inability to track
a ball coming at her as well. While all of these
conditions have affected how she sees, she is
not legally blind, which is why she has only
been granted this allowance.

Danielle wears bifocals, uses enlarged print
and magnifiers for reading. She sits in front of
the classroom. She avoids glare and uses spe-
cial lighting to see better. She listens well to
memorize what is being said, and this helps
her takes notes easier. For testing, including
her ACT, she was allowed extra time. She
gets her texts online so the laptop can read it
to her. When asked about what daily living
adaptations she has made, she indicated that
she utilizes technology a great deal because
her eyesd continual
fatigue. When in crowded situations, she has
trouble keeping track of her family or friends.
What she does to overcome this is to memo-
rize the color of their clothing so she can more
readily identify them. Also, she wears very
snug sporting glasses when running in order

AUGUST 2015
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to avoid their shifting, enabling her to focus
more readily and helping her avoid head-
aches.

Daniell eds hard work

is thought to be very honest with a great deal
of integrity. The patience she showed her
Best Buddy at school who has autism was a
huge asset.
though he displayed difficult behaviors. The
mom of this student was so appreciative of her
persistence and kindness, stating Danielle
was always positive and enthusiastic, while
modeling appropriate behavior and social

skills. These qualities will certainly aid her
success later in life. We wish the best for her.

God Bless and continue your hard work. You
are truly an inspiration to our children. Con-
gratulations!

et hi

She didnot



lllinois Association for Parents of Children with Visual Impairments

[PVT's Niatdiew Benediet Jusle

Scholarship Fumnd

@ For students who are blind or visually impaired

Any individual intending to continue his/her education at a college,
university or trade school and is interested in being considered for the
MBJSF, must meet the following criteria: lllinois resident, blind or
visually impaired, undergraduate or graduate student, and an IPVI
member.

The candidate's application is processed free of charge. The student
must mail or fax a written request to receive a copy of the application

from IPVI. Then the student must complete the MBJSF Application Form,
provide 3 completed Reference Forms, submit medical records or a
letter from the vision specialist confirming the condition, and mail them

to IPVI. The applicant may attach a 1 -page resume of clubs, offices
held, or any other pertinent information concerning his/her activity
record.

The IPVI Board of Directors will review all scholarship applications and
select the winners. [PVI reserves the right to announce such awards in
its newsletters and marketing materials.

The MBJSF is funded completely from tax -deductible donations from

i ndi vidual s, companies and corporatio
individuals or groups wishing to donate to this fund, please forward your

tax -deductible donations to IPVI. Thank you for your continued support

of IPVI.
EEEEEEEEEEEEE

To request a scholarship application, please contact
the Scholarship Program Coordinator, Vicki Juskie at:
815 -464 -6162 or vajuskie@aol.com

8 IPVI INSIGHTS
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LIGHTHOUSE SCHOLARSHIP
By Matthew Juski e

The Chicago Lighthouse hosted its annual scholarship award ceremony
on July 25", It awarded 39 scholarships. | am very grateful to the Light-
house and to the Robert Gunterberg Charitable Foundation, specifical-

ly Mrs. Carol Culiton -Metzer and her husband Dick Metzger for the
$1,000 grant. This money will help with tuition as | continue my quest
for a double major in Finance and Insurance at ISU. The first year of
college was exciting and difficult, especially in the first semester. | was
able to end the school year with 32 credits and a 3.69 average.

At ISU, | was on the Board of A.C.E. during its maiden year as the Chair
of the Social Events. This activity group helped students with disabilities mingle with others who
also have a variety of concerns and disabilities socially, academically, and in the community at
different events.

Additionally, | started my own DJ company called Suburban Sound Machine. | have done gigs

for a variety of grade schools as well as with the LWSSA, a group that provides social events for

children with disabilities in my hometown in Frankfort. Il am al so working Satu
the Office, 6 a sports bar and grill ilfryou @re m $hé wo o

neighborhood, come by and see me out on the patio.

| also have been working again for the Village of Frankfort at its Farmers Market on the Sundays

running its information booth and helping the vendors with set up. | also work in the Frankfort

Village office part time during the week assisting in community relations and event plan-

ning. On Saturday mornings, | have been running a doughnut vending booth at the Mokena

Farmers Market,too. As you can see, iIitds been a busy year.

Again, | want to thank my parents, the State
of lllinois, the IPVI, The Chicago Light-
house, the Robert Gunterberg Charitable
Foundation and the Lions Club for all the
hel p theyodve gi ven
dreams of getting a degree possible. I
coul dnoét be doing Iire-
ally appreciate all the help.

(Mr. & Mrs. Metzer, Matthew Juskie, and §
Adam Metzer)

AUGUST 2015
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(Editords note: Samantha Smol ka and Stephanie Co
Chicago Lighthouse and IPVI this year. Congrats to them. Sam wasat the ceremony and Stepha-
nieds parents accepted her award as she i s was u

of the country. Congratulations to Matt, Sam and Stephanie for all their success. God Bless.)

Hadl ey Activates New Course on “Transit.i
Services’”

The Hadley School for the Blind is pleased to announce a new online course detailing how par-
ents and professionals working with a child who is visually impaired or has additional disabili-
ties can maximize the child's independence at home, school, work, and in the community. Sup-
ported by the Lavelle Fund, the course covers the core areas of education, early intervention
and elementary education and methods of advocacy, as well as preteen, adolescent, and adult-
hood programs, services, and activities. Familiarity with this information can help a person pre-
pare a child for a successful transition to adult services once traditional schooling ends. For
more information and to enroll, visit www.hadley.edu or call 800-323-4238.

Media contact: Deborah Bloom, Vice President, Development and Communications, debo-
rahbloom@hadley.edu

HADLEY SCHOOL
+ FOR THE BLIND

700 EIm Street, Wi nnet ka, I
80828238
www. hadl ey. edu

e
10 IPVI INSIGHTS
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NAPVI NATIONAL CONFERENCE
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Mary Zabel ski received the o0Outstandin
"The NAPVI National Conference at the Chica- e

go Marriott Medical District/UIC and the Chi-
cago Lighthouse from July 10-12, 2015 was a
phenomenal event! Parents were able to net-
work and participate while childcare was pro-
vided for young children. Older children at-
tended sports camp and we're able to partici-
pate in activities such as goal ball.

The three-day event welcomed parents from
across the country and their children of all ag-
es who cope with visual impairments, blind-
ness and other disabilities. Also on hand were
researchers, policymakers and exhibitors
from organizations and business which serve
people with disabilities.

By joining NAPVI you are automatically a
member of IPVI, our state affiliate chapter. We
have some great pictures thanks to Dominic
Calabrese at the Lighthouse. "

AUGUST 2015
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NAPVI 2015 Conference
By: Filiberto Almendarez I
IPVI Vice President

The 2015 NAPVI Conference was held in our very own Chicago, lllinois. Not only did | meet won-
derful parents and children from various states and countries, but | attended sessions related to
Vision, Health, Sports, Financial planning for our children's future, and especially in Education.

In the meantime, our children were interacting and participating in activities such as Goal Ball,
Beep Baseball, Beep Kickball and Judo. Their joy was overwhelming.

Thanks to our Parent Organization, NAPVI, for supporting IPVI and making the experience possi-
ble for our members and other lllinoisans.

AUGUST 2015
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BRAILLE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

Seedlings Braille Books for Children invites braille readers and pre  -readers from ages 0 to 21
in the United States and Canada to register to receive two free braille books per year.

This amazing program called the Book Angel Program was originally called "Anna's Book An-
gel Project” and was named in memory of our Director's 19 -year-old daughter who was tragi-
cally killed by a drunk driver in 2001. Each year, blind children who were registered received
one free book in Anna's name, but now weodre

Thanks to Seedlings' generous donors, blind children in the U.S. and Canada can receive  two
free braille books per year!

Seedlings offers 1,300 titles, from contemporary literature to well -loved classics and continues
to add new titles each year so that visually impaired children have the opportunity to read the
same books their sighted peers are reading.

The Book Angel Program is a wonderful way to introduce a visually impaired child to the mar-
vel of braille literacy.

Hereds a testimoni al from a parent who orde
Book Angel Program, OAlex has al ways been a
his hands on. He received his first Braille
was a baby and the print/braille format allowed me to read to him while he could touch the
Braille just as a sighted child would look at the words as he listens to bedtime stories. Thank
you! 6

To order free books for your child or student fill out the form located on the Seedlings website:
http://www.seedlings.org/bkangel2009.php

Note: This is a continuing program, but registration is required each year to participate since
book choices must be communicated to Seedlings.

Seedlings Braille Books for Children | 14151 Farmington Road | Livonia Ml 48154 |
Phone: 800 -777-8552 |website: seedlings.org

14 IPVI INSIGHTS
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\ms CHICAGO LIGHTHOUSE ASSOCIATE BOARD o
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Your favorite
House Walkis
coming.

House and Garden Walk 2015
September9|10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Pl ease save the date for our 2
September 9, 2015

The houses wilThebgaspeaosawulAnrdb & hien claaitse xlomad m.n

supporting programs that benefit children and ad
We hope you plan to attend or b
Regi"stratiomﬁ:Ticket pi ck The

ﬁlb??lhlagr?orpem Congregation Isra(Chlca idan R

Event Ti me:
10: 0@: &m plmaswi itewt tor homes -~ =~ "~ = =

Lunches are $15 ¢

Tickets purchased i n adve

t he

Tickets purchased at Lunch options provi

Kitcdhewe Your Food

For more information, cont a Al | l unches inclﬁtdoé
Mel i ssa Wittenberg
847.510.2060 water .

Melissa.Wittenberg@chicagol

AUGUST 2015 15
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Sharing A Vision Conference
Join Us!

Crowne Plaza Springfield, I L
Septemb-80, 283015

Sharing A Vision brings together thousg ; Il i no
admi ni stramakefrspoadeygcat es, fami | i e ¢ flr—d=" mor e.
day, i nformation packed event wi || wi t h
new i deas and best practices to help your
http://sharingavision.org/index. ht ml sion

Request for Presenter

The Sharing A Vision (SAV) Presenter Commi
presentations for the 14th Biennial Confere
http://sharingavision.org/conf/ 2015/ present

Exhibitor and Sponsorship Activities
Connect and grow your business by registe an
opportunities.
http://sharingavision.org/conf/ 2¢ bit
Art Gall ery Submissions
Showcase artwork from children (birth to ei
Expressions Gallery.

http://sharingavision.org/conf/ 2015/ gallery

Showcasing Sessions

Showing Sessions are an effective forum f
to present innovative ideas.
http://sharingavision.org/conf/ 2015/ showc

Hotel Accommbdapibhsharingavision.org/conf/ 2015/ hote

Tips for the First Time Qdnfper/ dmdcderAtntgearvdesdson. or g/ t i

Jeanette McColl um MNMaomipnat/isohnasr i ngavi si on. org/ conf/ 201

Contact Imtfttops://illinois.edu/fb/sec/l 6925927

STAR N&EO20 West 10alks tF oStedde4es 2

16 IPVI INSIGHTS
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y Resource Cente

Providing Parents of Children wi
Training, and Assistance

11th Annual |l i noi s Statewi de

1% Ansul Steppl ng StOne

hnots Statewsde Transition Conference » ’ The 11t h Annual
for transition

Stepping Stones 2 adults with i
I"O"Ili l‘? bers and teacher
ransition , sional s, caregiver

il sional s, coll ege
CCTOBER 2630, 2010 r eers in special
ty advocates i
Regency McCormick Pl ace, 2233 South Martin
Octobex0,292015

The confer Sne@,pitnigt ISed nfeso,ofi nvVidresi tpiaognn i ci p
bilities for students with disabilities in
pl oyment, community i ntee@rdatoicarc,y.heal th care

Conference sessions wil/|l be organized into
Heal t hcare.

Thursday, October 29t h featur es -fkoeuynndoetre osfp efE el
mu kcthioi ce-OBt e &lessi ons with a Welcome Recepti
30th concludes the conf-ehence

sions in the morning. The conference conclud

Registration

Conference participants are strohdlinwoenscduraals
ence online ,fegdsoii@odi Gneend and hel p cofnrfiead
steps to better our environment by register
l i mited number of hard copy registration
that do not have iIinternet aced4e3s8s8.42Cont act

20 East Jackson
Chicago, |

AUGUST 2015 17
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REGI STER FOR YOUR FRHE
WORKSHOP TODAY! APH NEWS

Back by Popular Demand! Brailon®
Paper

1-04630-00 -- $55.95
Note: Brailon IS available on Quota!

¥ Parurig of Chiadoen WO

[llinois State Board of Education

A plastic -like paper
developed specifi-
cally for use with =_
Thermoform ma-
chines. Brailon® pa-
per has. a slightly

. o htl
Space 1s limited: reg ° halité 'surf8cd, is Snord e bidre’ -prbds,© 2 S ©

viwww. frod. c a®y3P531132 f . . ;
registration and wor K I‘?‘%deIa%rroom\l\/S@fﬁ'iBﬁ%lc’P@ 1S Bekagl?’id%r%'.
ble, and is an inexpensive way to create exact
Lunch and Learn pbAdupligates and diagrams. It has been the Ther-
Transition to Ad rmofooviaidustry standard for 50 years.
Tuesday, Audpmt 18 12pm
Size: 11 1/2 x 11, Weight: "Regular,” 19 -Hole
Punch, 500 sheets per box.

Gery J, Chico, Chalrman
Dr. Cheistopher Kach, State Superintendent

Brailon is a registered trademark of American

The Family Resource ghnertm%f?rm.on Disabilities
(FRCOf)f ers parents o sttt e—
bilities birth to 2 years ol d, their hel p-
ersel atives, profesd@onal s, and interested
communi t menber sr ali I n a
WO r kshop)s/, t enlae p h @ars & sn(igneeﬂ/,I%‘KlNGSENSE
and resourccleasi nt ot hhee l role as 1©he
child'"s most effectipe and significant advo-
cat e. New in Appl e’ s Tha@mericdnt or e
Foundation for the Blind has recently recog-
Yoare invited to co aized AppleRfGrCaccbnumodating its csoftware
mati on, resour ces, - 3 forptliosetwithavisidn losst aro oelebrage. this
31233513 i nf o@f r cd. j@ragcomplishment, Apple has created a new
www. frcd. org section in the App Store to showcase 26 apps

on BIgM that are acBessible with O/6iceOver. Some of

L 6 0 gthe apps included are YouTube, Flipboard,
BBC News, DropBox and Sha
own Pages, Numbers and Keynote. Check it
out in the App Store.

20 East Jacks
Chicago, I

18 IPVI INSIGHTS
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Free Telephone Directory Assistance: We
often receive calls at Second Sense about free
directory assistance to avoid the high charges
of traditional 04116
373-3411 to access residential, commercial
and government listings. You will need to lis-
ten to an advertisement before getting to the
prompts. This number is voice activated and
doesndot require
telephone keypad.

New College Success Program: Learning
Ally has developed a research -based college
support program designed especially for stu-
dents with vision loss pursuing two 0 and four -
year degree programs from an accredited in-
stitution. The program helps students identify
their strengths and provides resources to im-
prove weaknesses. The curriculum covers as-
sessing technology skills, participating in ex-
tracurricular activities, advocating with pro-
fessors, learning effective study habits and
much more. Mentors are also available for
additional support. The program is free. To
learn move, visit

www.learningally.org/

CollegeSuccess.aspx

Online College Guide: Affordable Colleges
Online has recently developed an accessible
guide for students with vision loss who want to
attend an online college. The guide helps stu-
dents by providing information on navigating
the online environment with technology, pro-
vides resources and services for students and
families, lists available scholarships, accredit-
ed colleges, majors and lots more. To learn
more, visit

www.affordablecollegesonline.org/

colleges -helping -visually -impaired -

students/

Attention Writers with Vision Loss: The San
Francisco Lighthouse is looking for writers
with vision loss to contribute to their literary
journal on a paid, free -lance basis. They are

AUGUST 2015

looking for first -person stories about not only
living with vision loss, but what it takes to sur-
vive and thrive. Novices or professionals are

s e envouraged to submit personal ressays travel 8 0 O

writing, commentary, general humor, useful
lists, or anything that is dynamic and honest.
You can submit articles or ideas to
wbutler@lighthouse -sf-org or to learn more

pr ess i n gisitaww.lighthouse esf.asg/blogisubynity u r.

Reprinted from MAKING SENSE August 2015, Sec-
ond Sense Beyond vision loss, 65 East Wacker
Place, Suite 1010, Chicago, IL 60601, 31236-8569,
www.second -sense.org .

Parent s: Add “ Get
Back -to-School Checklist for Kids

Baeekschool preparations a

many pd&uenton.e of the bes
sure a childbés success in
make sure they can see cl
Prevent Bl indness, the na
health organization, i s
chil dés eye checked befo
and has declared August
and Safety Awar ewywpend i Mo ot
a variety of eye health i
Af fordabl e Care Act, and
the path to a |i flet ifmetqf
vent Bl indness has been h
vision since 1908!

And, through the Star Pu
down!l ocaastnocurriculum and
students | earn about t hei
of t hem.

Sarah Hecker, Director, Medi a
Prevent Bl i ndness

211 West Wacker Drive Suite 17
Chicago, Illlinois 60606
T312.363.6035

F312.363.6052

www. preventblindness.org
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Beyond hope for a cure, we are ending blind

Sincerely,
William T. Schmi dt

Chi ef Executive Officer

www. fightblindness. org

E2012 Foundati on ' i Blindness,
Gateway Driveig S l e , Col umbi a,



http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=3i5r_20Ghsd9C92wOF_LPA
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=V2vg2ORgua7y3eqqbSus3g
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=V2vg2ORgua7y3eqqbSus3g
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=V2vg2ORgua7y3eqqbSus3g
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=JBN587jjbfE78WsJ0IF-kQ
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=JBN587jjbfE78WsJ0IF-kQ
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=JBN587jjbfE78WsJ0IF-kQ
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=21wXYZ4rrsTuYJlpgplxJA

TELL CONGRESS: ;
PROTECT VISION RESEARCH

This is an exciting time for vision research, with recent breakthroughs giving hope
to millions of people facing vision loss.

v b o3as =
il x -

With that in mind, now is the time to accelerate funding for vision research, both in
the private AND public sectors.

Unfortunately, funding for the National Eye Institute at the National Institutes of
Health has not kept pace with the demand for ret-

inal research. In fact, it been scaled back in re- TE" Your Senators

cent years.

Make Sight-Saving
If allowed to continue, this situation could have a Research a prigritv
devastating effect on the health and economic vi-
tality of the nation, as well as negatively impact current and future researchers.

But as part of our Summer Challenge to End Blindness, it is easier than ever to tell
Congress that sight -saving research needs to be a priority.

| ask that you take one minute to add your name in support of additional funding for
research advancements. You can use the sample message we started for you and
simply hit SEND, or you can edit the message to add your personal story and
thoughts.

Please, email your members of Congress today.

A cure is in sight, but not wunless the r

Thank you,

Stephen Rose, Ph. D.
/j Chief Research Officer

P.S. Our list of the top research advancements of 2014 is impressive, but imagine where we
can go from here. Tell Congress today: We need to continue funding sight -saving re-
search!

E2012 Foundati on Flghtln i ndness,

Gat eway Drlvr“"‘WS ,Ou “ Columbla, MD
Tube) \



http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=ePoB5Wl9U4_fyWyLxwWMhg
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=ePoB5Wl9U4_fyWyLxwWMhg
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=0Mx6FeSrxIemqFcpW9-qlA
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=AFmIVTMF90xP9k9uWERTEg
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=KjwNeq5wKk-Rd82_-fAQ6w
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=KjwNeq5wKk-Rd82_-fAQ6w
http://www.fightblindness.org/site/R?i=SIyxkDcSx8hPlcbdQ7RA8g
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Join / P V/ or renew your membership today!

The /llinois AssociatiorPements of Children Wahal /mpairments is a-siiake non
profit organization that enables parents to find information and resources for their
blind or visually impaired, including those with additional disabilities.

Your IPVI membership dues or

efforts:

generous
contributions help to support all of our ongoing 1 Promotes

1 Regular communicatiomdich include: workshop:

conferences, training seminars, legislative

(N

organizational announcements, products, and a

about raising a child who is visually impaired.

1 Offers several $500 college scholarships each y
1 Publishes a resource catalog which includes an

and everything to do with visual impairment.

¢ Conducts training and support sessions w

parents share experiences and ideas.

1 Holds fun outings adapted for children with vis

impairments at athletic, cultural, educational,
entertainment settings.
1 Represents parents of children with vis

impairments at conferences, public hearings, ar

committees.

Check one:
A Parent/Guardian Membership: $15 per year.
Child(ren)ds Names) : _

Birthdate(s) of my visually impaired child(ren):

My child(ren)of6s eye con
Al give my permission to release my name to other parent
A Group/Agency Membership $50 per year.
A Extended Family/Friend Assoc. Membership $15/year.
A Medical Specialist $50 per year.
A Scholarship Fund $10.00
A Donation: $

A New Membership
Name:

(tax deductible)
A Renewal

Address:

City:
Phone: (
Email:

State: Zip:

) -

Please enclose this form along with your payment by che
IPVI AP.O.Box 294A Naperville, IL 60562947

ck

T

What does IPVI do?

and provides
information through meetings,
correspondence, publications,
etc., which will help parents meet
the special needs of their children
with visual impairments.
Facilitates the sharing of
experiences and concerns in order
to provide emotional support and
relief from feelings of isolation
for parents and their families.
Creates a climate of opportunity
for children who are blind in the
home, school, and society.
Fosters communication and
coordination of services among
federal, state, and local agencies
and organizations involved with
providing services to people who
are visually impaired.
Advocates on a statewide level
for services to children who are
visually impaired and their_ _ _
families.

Keeps members informed about
current proposals and actions
which impact on children with
visual impairments and their
families.

Have questions or need
more information?
Call us at
1-8153552098
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IPVVI CALENDAR

TCL 29™ Annual House Walk
Sharing a Vision Conference

9/9
9/28 -30
10/29 -30

Please call
1-815-355-2098
for any questions, concerns,
or comments that IPVI can
help you with.

Newsletter Deadline for
SEPTEMBER 2015 is AUGUST 15th

FRCD 11™ Annual lllinois Statewide Transition Conference

Glencoe
Springfield
Chicago

Check Out
WWW.ipvi.org

Calendar of Events!
News and Updates!
Useful Links to Web Sites!
And more...




